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Objectives

� Provide insight on experiences in the HCS 2012 conversion and 

compliance journey

� Provide examples of various Interpretations of the standard as 

observed by SDS that are being published

� Initiate discussion 
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Quotes Heard at the Frontlines…..

� It has a “GHS” SDS so it can be shipped anywhere in the world!! It 

doesn’t matter if the product /components are registered

� A (non- country specific) UN GHS SDS is compliant for any country!?

� Why are the Classifications so different from one supplier to 

another? Aren’t there “Industry Standards” ?

� It is a CAS level substance or widely used “commodity chemicals ” so 

they have to be classified the same way!

� A EU CLP SDS is ok when using the product in the United States.

� I’ll change the SDS just tell me what you want me to say on it!
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OSHA Brief US SDS – Section 2
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Section 2 – HNOC

• "Hazard not otherwise classified (HNOC)" means an 

adverse physical or health effect identified through 

evaluation of scientific evidence during the classification 

process that does not meet the specified criteria for the 

physical and health hazard classes addressed in this 

section. This does not extend coverage to adverse 

physical and health effects for which there is a hazard 

class addressed in this section, but the effect either falls 

below the cut-off value/concentration limit of the hazard 

class or is under a GHS hazard category that has not 

been adopted by OSHA (e.g., acute toxicity Category 5).

HazCom 2012 Regulatory Text on HNOC
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OSHA Brief US SDS – Section 11
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Section 2 - Observation

Is this compliant to HCS 2012?
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Section 2 - Observation

US SDS –providing information for multiple 

entities/generic. Does it comply to HCS 2012 or does it 

cause confusion
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Section 2 – Observation 

Information (HNOC) noted below from US SDS:

Other Hazards which do not result in classification 

• Is this presented as intended by HCS 2012 
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Section 11 - Observation

Is this compliant to HCS 2012?
- Section 11 to provide supporting data for Section 2?

• Experience is that many of the SDS we see do not have data in this 

section and informational “statements” are inconsistent with the 

Classifications in Section 2. 



11

One Size Does Not Fit All….

If US and Non-US companies are providing Non-OSHA SDS or a 

Hybrid SDS for product used/sold in the United States*..

Then there can be confusion.

• HCS 2012 specifically states this should not happen if other country 

information is provided on the SDS/Label.

Global Marketplace (NA, APAC, SA, EU, etc.)
– Doing business in multiple countries requires understanding 

and complying with the Hazard Communication requirements 

for each of those countries. Each have specific requirements for 

SDS /Labeling 

– A country’s integration of aspects of UN GHS does not mean 

that there is “Harmony” globally in our ability to communicate 

information on hazardous materials. 
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Global Disconnect – example

Ingredient List on current Korea MSDS from Korean Distributor – matches same section of US MSDS –

date 2010
• Korea implemented and compliant to GHS since 2013 ( newest update of MOE uses Rev 4 UN GHS std.

Ingredient List (same product) - UN GHS SDS ( non –country specific) for APAC region and US OSHA 

SDS – both provided by the manufacturer of the material.
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Global Disconnect – Example cont. from prior slide

• US Manufacturer of US material sells and exports to 

Korean Distributor 

• Korean Distributor sells to Korean manufacturing facility to 

manufacturer finished product that is then shipped to 

multiple countries in  APAC region. 

• Response from US based company to inquiry about the 

CAS#s used on Korea MSDS from Korean Distributor for 

their US product (prior slide)

– Korean importer of the material is responsible for 

development of the country specific M/SDS. 

– US company provides data to develop the Korea MSDS but 

should not be needed since material has CAS # 

identification.
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Thank You!

Time for Discussion & Questions$


