TSCA Current Status
Sara Beth Watson
Steptoe & Johnson LLP

Sara Beth Watson is Of Counsel in the Environmental and Life Sciences practice at
Steptoe. She has more than 25 years of experience in chemical regulatory compliance,
enforcement and litigation under a variety of statutory programs. Sara Beth counsels
clients on TSCA compliance strategies and defends enforcement actions. She works
with chemical manufacturers, processors, importers, exporters, and trade associations
on various TSCA issues, including the impacts of the 2016 amendments to TSCA and
the implementing regulations. Sara Beth assists clients on a wide array of issues
including compliance audits, PreManufacture Notice (PMN) / Microbial Commercial
Activity Notice (MCAN) requirements, testing programs, adverse effects reporting,
Chemical Data Reporting (CDR) and other reporting programs and import and export
issues. She also assists clients with issues related to the relationships among the
TSCA, FIFRA, FFDCA, OSH Act, and other federal and state chemical regulatory
programs. She works with her colleagues in Steptoe’s Brussels office to address issues
related to the relationship between TSCA and the EU REACH program.
Sara Beth is a vice chair of the American Bar Association Pesticides, Chemicals and
Right to Know Committee and is a frequent author and speaker on TSCA and related
issues.
Presentation Abstract
On June 22, 2016, the President signed the Frank R Lautenberg Chemical Safety for
the 21st Century Act (LCSA), the most substantial legislative revision to the Toxic
Substances Control Act (TSCA) in its history. The law imposed new provisions for the
review and evaluation of existing substances on the TSCA Inventory, how substances
are added to the TSCA Inventory, confidentiality of information, and the relationship to
existing state programs. This presentation will briefly summarize the most significant
changes, provide an update on implementing regulations and guidance issued this
summer, and take a look at the path forward and its impact on manufacturers,
importers, and processors of chemical substances.

