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• At Covestro LLC, an ACC Responsible Care Company, we have taken 
workplace labeling to a new level.

• At our largest North American plant, over 500 unique intermediate 
mixtures housed in approximately 2500 tanks, vessels, and other 
equipment required workplace labeling.

• Given the large size of the production site and large number of tanks, vessels, 
and other equipment needing labeling, using an approved OSHA alternative 
such as color coding, a numbering system, or production tickets is usually 
favored because of lower costs and quicker implementation time.

• However, when GHS was adopted by OSHA, plant safety personnel viewed 
this as an opportunity to further increase chemical safety awareness.

• Label creation was especially challenging as the complexity of these 
�å�ê�ð�á�î�é�á�à�å�Ý�ð�á�ï���î�á�í�ñ�å�î�á�à���ò�á�î�å���ß�Ý�ð�å�ë�ê���â�î�ë�é���ò�Ý�î�å�ë�ñ�ï���à�á�ì�Ý�î�ð�é�á�ê�ð�ï���ë�â���ð�ä�á���ï�å�ð�á 
such as safety personnel and production engineers, followed by 
�à�á�ð�á�î�é�å�ê�Ý�ð�å�ë�ê���ë�â���ß�è�Ý�ï�ï�å���ß�Ý�ð�å�ë�ê���Ý�ê�à���è�Ý�Þ�á�è���ß�ë�ê�ð�á�ê�ð���Þ�õ���Ò�î�ë�à�ñ�ß�ð���Õ�Ý�â�á�ð�õ���ï�ð�Ý���� 
�Ý�ê�à���ð�ä�á�ê���ì�î�å�ê�ð�å�ê�ã���ë�â���ð�ä�á���è�Ý�Þ�á�è�ï���œ�ò�Ý�î�å�ë�ñ�ï���ï�å�ö�á�ï�•���Þ�õ���Ý���ð�ä�å�î�à���ì�Ý�î�ð�õ�����î�é��

�¤�� �Ö�ä�å�ï���ì�î�ë�ß�á�ï�ï���å�ê�ò�ë�è�ò�á�à���ê�á�Ý�î�è�õ���â�ë�î�ð�õ���à�å���á�î�á�ê�ð���ì�á�î�ï�ë�ê�ï��

�¤�� �Ð�á�Ý�î�è�õ�������������é�Ý�ê���ä�ë�ñ�î�ï���ë�â���Ò�î�ë�à�ñ�ß�ð���Õ�Ý�â�á�ð�õ���ð�å�é�á���Ý�è�ë�ê�á���ó�Ý�ï���î�á�í�ñ�å�î�á�à��

�¤�� �Ö�ä�á���ß�ë�é�ì�è�á�ô�å�ð�õ���ë�â���ð�ä�á���é�å�ô�ð�ñ�î�á�ï���î�á�ï�ñ�è�ð�á�à���å�ê���ð�ä�á���â�ë�è�è�ë�ó�å�ê�ã���ß�è�Ý�ï�ï�å���ß�Ý�ð�å�ë�ê�ï��
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�Q Irritant to eye and/or skin

�Q Corrosive to eye and/or skin

�Q Corrosive to metal

�Q Toxic via skin, and/or inhalation, 
and/or ingestion

�Q Target organ repeated 
exposure - STOT RE

�Q Target organ single 
exposure - STOT SE

�Q Flammable (liquids and gasses)

�Q HNOCs

�Q Skin sensitizer

�Q Respiratory sensitizer

�Q Mutagen

�Q Carcinogen

�Q Reproductive Toxin

�Q Aspiration

• Before HAZCOM 2012, there was no site standard labeling system. 
HAZCOM 1986 requirements were met by including the information 
required at that time.

�¤�� �Ò�î�á�™�É�Ê�Õ���ð�ä�á�î�á���ó�Ý�ï���Ê�Ï�Ë�Õ�����Ð�È�Ò�Ã���Ý�ê�à���Ã�Ð�Õ�Ë���è�Ý�Þ�á�è�å�ê�ã���ï�ð�Ý�ê�à�Ý�î�à�ï���ð�ä�Ý�ð���ó�á�î�á��
used to meet the 1986 OSHA HAZCOM standard.

• At our largest production plant in the United States, we used a variety of 
�è�Ý�Þ�á�è�å�ê�ã���ï�õ�ï�ð�á�é�ï���ë�ê���ï�å�ð�á���ì�î�á�™�É�Ê�Õ�����ì�î�å�é�Ý�î�å�è�õ���Ð�È�Ò�Ã���#��� ���Ý�ê�à���Ã�Ð�Õ�Ë���â�ë�î�é�Ý�ð�ï����

• �É�å�ò�á�ê���ä�ë�ó���è�Ý�î�ã�á���ð�ä�å�ï���ì�î�ë�à�ñ�ß�ð�å�ë�ê���ì�è�Ý�ê�ð���å�ï���Ý�ê�à���ä�ë�ó���à�å���á�î�á�ê�ð���ð�ä�á���ß�ä�á�é�å�ï�ð�î�å�á�ï 
produced there are, converting to GHS by June 1st 2016  was not 
logistically practical.

• Since the alternative labeling met the OSHA requirements, GHS 
conversion of all vessels began shortly after this deadline.

• The GHS conversion prioritization was based primarily on logistics
 factors so that designated units became GHS labeled all at once.

• This made the most sense for physical installation of the labels as well 
as gathering all of the appropriate personnel to provide the required 
�å�ê�â�ë�î�é�Ý�ð�å�ë�ê���â�ë�î���ð�ä�á���ß�ë�ê�ð�á�ê�ð�ï���ë�â���Ý�è�è���ð�ä�á���ò�á�ï�ï�á�è�ï�����Ë�ê�ï�ð�Ý�è�è�Ý�ð�å�ë�ê�ï���Þ�á�ã�Ý�ê���å�ê��
late 2016.

�¤�� �Ä�õ���ð�ä�á���á�ê�à���ë�â���ð�ä�á�����î�ï�ð���í�ñ�Ý�î�ð�á�î���ë�â���������%�����Ý�è�è���ñ�ê�å�ð�ï���Ý�î�á���á�ô�ì�á�ß�ð�á�à���ð�ë���Þ�á��
GHS labeled.

�¤�� �Ã�ð���ð�ä�á���á�ê�à���ë�â���ð�ä�å�ï��� ���õ�á�Ý�î���ì�î�ë�æ�á�ß�ð�����Ý�Þ�ë�ñ�ð�����!�������É�Ê�Õ���è�Ý�Þ�á�è�ï���ó�å�è�è���ä�Ý�ò�á��
been installed site wide.


